
C
ustom homebuilding is a rewarding experience — and 

one that requires a keen attention to detail, even before 

\RX�EUHDN�JURXQG��,Q�DQ�HɣRUW�WR�PDNH�WKH�SURFHVV�DV�
seamless and enjoyable as possible, we talked to custom build 

experts and compiled a list of things to keep in mind as you 

build your new home.

No. 1: Invest time upfront
7KH�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�DQG�HɣRUW�VSHQW�XSIURQW�RQ�D�SURMHFW�
correlates directly to satisfactory results for the homeowner. 

Thinking ahead on variables such as space programming and 

planning, as well as establishing scope, budget and design 

elements, helps ensure a smooth construction period.

The most critical element is architectural plan review. When 

changes are made earlier, the better the impact on timing and 

budget.

0DUN�'DQXVHU��SUHVLGHQW�RI�7DWXP�%URZQ�&XVWRP�+RPHV��
says, “To help ensure a smooth process, we work closely 

with our clients and their architects to provide counsel. We 

UHFRPPHQG�RXU�FOLHQWV�µOLYH¶�ZLWK�WKH�SODQV�IRU�D�ZKLOH�´�:LWK�
'DQXVHU¶V�LQSXW��KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�WLSV�DV�\RX�JHW�VWDUWHG�

��0HDVXUH�\RXU�FXUUHQW�KRPH�DV�D�UHIHUHQFH�SRLQW��:KDW�
VSDFHV�ZRUN�ZHOO�IRU�\RXU�IDPLO\"�

• Will the furniture you plan to use work in the new 

VSDFH"�7KLV�PLJKW�PHDQ�H[LVWLQJ�IXUQLWXUH�RU�D�QHZ�
furniture layout you hope to accommodate.

��$UH�DOO�WKH�DSSOLDQFHV�\RX�QHHG�LQFOXGHG"
• Is there adequate storage, cabinet space, etc. in the 

NLWFKHQ�DQG�EDWKURRPV"

No. 2: Establish your design vision
The more invested you are in what you want your new home 

to look and feel like, the easier it will be for you and your 

homebuilding team (architect, builder, interior designer, 

ODQGVFDSHU��WR�EULQJ�LW�WR�OLIH��'DQXVHU�QRWHV��³:H�HQFRXUDJH�
our clients to do homework, such as look at magazines and 

online sources, so we can better understand their vision and 

DVVLVW�ZLWK�SXOOLQJ�WRJHWKHU�DQ�RYHUDOO�DHVWKHWLF�IRU�WKH�KRPH�´

:KHQ�SXOOLQJ�WRJHWKHU�GHVLJQ�LQVSLUDWLRQ��FRQVLGHU�HYHU\�HOHPHQW��IURP�ÀRRULQJ�DQG�WLOH�VHOHFWLRQV�WR�FDELQHWU\�DQG�LQWHULRU�
furnishings.

No. 3: Prepare for change
,QGXVWU\�SURV�ZDQW�WR�EXLOG�WKH�SHUIHFW�KRXVH�IRU�\RX��6RPHWLPHV�0RWKHU�1DWXUH��KXPDQ�HUURU�RU�LQGXVWU\�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�GLFWDWH�WKDW�
things need to be changed during the building process. Keep in mind that change is an absolute part of the building process and that 

VRPH�ÀH[LELOLW\�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�WR�EULQJ�\RXU�GUHDP�KRPH�WR�OLIH�

No. 4: Timeline tactics
,W�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�WDNH�ZHHNV��HYHQ�PRQWKV��IRU�FHUWDLQ�LWHPV��L�H���WLOH��FDELQHWV��SOXPELQJ�¿[WXUHV��WR�DUULYH�RQFH�WKH\¶YH�EHHQ�
ordered. If you stick to your selections timeline, you’ll help keep the whole project on track.

No. 5: Come on over
³:H�HQFRXUDJH�RXU�FOLHQWV�WR�FRPH�E\�WKH�MRE�VLWH�DV�RIWHQ�DV�WKH\�OLNH�´�'DQXVHU�VD\V��)RU�VRPH��WKDW¶V�GDLO\��RWKHUV�SUHIHU�WR�FRPH�
IRU�ZHHNO\�VFKHGXOHG�³DOO�KDQGV�RQ�GHFN´�PHHWLQJV��

This is an ideal time to go through plan layout, room size, etc. with your team — and a great time for you to address any concerns or 

changes that pop up along the way.

AS SEEN ON

EXPERT HOMEBUIDING ADVICE

The essential checklist to ensure a smooth custom  

homebuilding experience

BY PROMOTED SERIES CORRESPONDENT          7.14.14 | 11:52 am

Copyright 2014 by CultureMap LLC. All rights reserved.

The natural light and ample seating make this family room a great 

place to hang out. Photo courtesy of Tatum Brown Custom Homes

This master bedroom balcony overlooks a serene backyard pool  

with simple water feature. Photo courtesy of Tatum Brown  
Custom Homes


