
C
ustom builders are engaged to help clients showcase their 

personal style throughout the home, and the wine room is one 

of the most recent ways homeowners can make a statement. 

From large rooms tailor-made for tastings and parties, to more 

intimate spaces perfect for storing and displaying a collection, here 

are a few trends related to customized wine rooms, according to the 

experts.

Size matters
Wine rooms are typically located near entertaining areas within the 

KRPH��DOORZLQJ�IRU�HDV\�DFFHVV��7KH\�KDYH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�¿QLVKHV�
with materials that make a strong impression without taking up a 

huge footprint. Whether you’re a wine enthusiast, avid collector or 

MXVW�HQWHUWDLQ�IUHTXHQWO\��ZLQH�URRPV�FDQ�EH�FRQ¿JXUHG�WR�PHHW�\RXU�
needs, as well as the size of your home.

Some homeowners create an area to store hundreds to thousands of 

ERWWOHV��RWKHUV�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�Rɣ�VLWH�VWRUDJH�VROXWLRQV�EXW�ZDQW�
room for crates. A more casual wine enthusiast might focus on the 

overall feel and display of the collection.

“Some clients still favor larger wine rooms that can accommodate 

seating for tastings, but there is a trend toward wine rooms becoming 

VPDOOHU�DQG�PRUH�HɤFLHQW�´�VD\V�0DUN�'DQXVHU��SUHVLGHQW�RI�7DWXP�
Brown Custom Homes.

0RVW�PRGHUQ�ZLQH�URRPV�DUH�VPDOO�FRPSDUHG�WR�RWKHU�URRPV�LQ�WKH�
home (around 5-by-6) and utilize more innovative storing solutions. 

)RU�RYHUDOO�GHVLJQ�DQG�¿QLVK�RXWV��'DQXVHU�VD\V�KRPHRZQHUV�KDYH�
gravitated toward natural materials and minimalist design.

They want to use glass, metals, sleek wine racks, accent lighting, and hard surfaces such as stone or wood. Some owners opt to design the wine room 

as an accent wall in a dining room or hallway.

Keep it cool
When building a wine room, it’s vital that all of the details, from the construction materials to the technology, be utilized correctly.

“One of the important elements you won’t actually see is a closed-cell foam, which is a vapor barrier to prevent moisture from becoming trapped in the 

ZDOOV��,W¶V�FULWLFDO�WR�PDNH�D�SHUIHFWO\�VHDOHG�HQYLURQPHQW�´�'DQXVHU�H[SODLQV�

“Another must is a top-of-the-line wine chiller that’s sized appropriately for your room. Also, the room should have a thermostat that reads both 

WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�KXPLGLW\�´

/DUJH�ZLQH�FROOHFWLRQV�DUH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQYHVWPHQW��DQG�WHPSHUDWXUH�LV�NH\�WR�VWRUDJH�VXFFHVV��'DQXVHU�VD\V�WKDW�VRPH�KRPHRZQHUV�RSW�WR�XVH�D�
WKHUPRVWDW�WKDW�ZLOO�OLQN�WR�D�VPDUW�SKRQH�DQG�VHQG�DQ�DOHUW�LI�WKH�WHPSHUDWXUH�ULVHV��$QRWKHU�RSWLRQ�IRU�PLWLJDWLQJ�ULVN��VD\V�'DQXVHU��LV�WR�SXUFKDVH�D�
second wine chiller as a back-up.

)RU�KRPHRZQHUV�ZKR�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�D�GHGLFDWHG�ZLQH�URRP��WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�RSWLRQV�IRU�VWRUDJH��'DQXVHU�UHFRPPHQGV�ZLQH�FDSWDLQ�VWRUDJH�VROXWLRQV��
which can hold anywhere from a dozen to hundreds of bottles.

“Tri-temp wine captains are built to cool whites at around 45 degrees, reds at 55 degrees, and they have a lower light-free zone that is designed for 

ORQJHU�WHUP�VWRUDJH��7KHVH�DUH�JUHDW�RSWLRQV�LI�\RX�OLNH�WR�KDYH�D�JRRG�DPRXQW�RI�ZLQH�RQ�KDQG�EXW�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�GHGLFDWH�WKH�VSDFH�WR�VWRULQJ�LW�´�KH�
explains.

Design tips
:KHQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�EXLOGHU�RQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�ZLQH�URRP��WKHUH�DUH�P\ULDG�GHWDLOV�WR�FRQVLGHU��7KHVH�DUH�'DQXVHU¶V�WRS�WLSV�

��'HFLGH�KRZ�PDQ\�ERWWOHV�\RX�ZDQW�WKH�ZLQH�URRP�WR�KROG��2SWLRQV�IRU�ZLQH�VWRUDJH�FDQ�YDU\�JUHDWO\�DQG�EH�FXVWRPL]HG�WR�\RXU�QHHGV�
��&RQVLGHU�KRZ�\RXU�ZLQH�URRP�WLHV�LQWR�UHVW�RI�WKH�KRPH��'R�\RX�ZDQW�\RXU�ZLQH�URRP�WR�EH�D�IHDWXUHG�DUHD�RI�WKH�KRPH"
��6HOHFW�KDUG�VXUIDFH�ZDOOV�DQG�ÀRRULQJ�WKDW�SURYLGH�SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�PRLVWXUH�EXW�DOVR�ORRN�JUHDW�
��6HOHFW�GRRUV�IRU�\RXU�ZLQH�URRP�WKDW�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ��'RRUV�ZLOO�EH�VHDOHG�IRU�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�KXPLGLW\�FRQWURO�
• Consider making a statement with modern wire racking, custom shelving and lighting that highlights key bottles.

2QH�¿QDO�WLS�IURP�'DQXVHU��&RQVLGHU�GHVLJQLQJ�WKH�URRP�ZLWK�HQRXJK�VWRUDJH�DQG�VKHOYLQJ�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�JODVVHV�DQG�VHUYLQJ�ZDUH��VR�WKH\¶UH�HDVLO\�
accessible. Cheers!
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Statement-making doors lead to a customized wine room that 

showcases the homeowner’s collection. Photo by Nathan Schroder/
Courtesy of SHM Architects


